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Objectives: Cluster of differentiation 14(CD14) is the receptor for lipopolysaccharides, which has been suggested being associated with increased risk of cardiovascular disease (CVD). We investigated whether cardiovascular risk factors are different according to CD14 polymorphism in Korean. 
Methods: The CD14 promoter genotype was determined by PCR amplification-restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis in 268 healthy adults. Results of the CD14 promoter genotype were compared with body mass index (BMI), waist circumference, systolic blood pressure (SBP), diastolic blood pressure (DBP), fasting blood sugar (FBS), total cholesterol, LDL cholesterol, HDL cholesterol, non HDL cholesterol, triglyceride, WBC, Lipoprotein(a) and hs-CRP. 
Results: The genotype frequencies were CC 8.0%, TT 45.8%, CT 46.2% and the T allele frequency was 68.9%; there was no association between CD14 promoter genotype and BMI, waist circumference, SBP, DBP, FBS, total cholesterol, LDL cholesterol, non HDL cholesterol, WBC, Lipoprotein(a) and hs-CRP (P>0.05). But the CT and TT genotypes were clearly associated with lower HDL levels than in the CC genotype, and the TT genotype was associated with higher triglyceride levels than in the CC genotype (P<0.05). 
Conclusions: This study suggests that CD14/-159 C¡æT polymorphism was associated with lower HDL cholesterol and triglyceride levels. This provides a clue that the incidence of cardiovascular diseases may differ according to the CD14 genotype in Korean.

